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Our Patron Our Mother Foundress

St. Claudine Thevenet

SCHOOL SONG 

1. Oh Alma Mater, I dedicate to you
My youth, my truth, my loyalty and love.
Your name, your fame shall ever be my care,
To keep unsullied, glorious and fair.
hƴŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ L ŦƻǊƎŜǘ
I must achieve the aims that you have set,
To put in practice all that you have taught me,
The high ideals, the good I must do.

Ch:  Oh Mater, Alma Mater, 
LΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ
Oh, Mater, Alma Mater, 
¢ƻ ȅƻǳ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ς
Self ςforgetful serving all,
Pure and good, and truthful too.
I pledge, then, myself, worthy of my school.

2. In future times when life is full of sadness
LΩƭƭ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƎƭŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ 
LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΣ
ά²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ CƻǊ DƻŘέ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΦ
With courage then must I face life anew, 
Remembering always God will see me through.
These happy thoughts will banish every pain,
!ƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ LΩƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴΦ 
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How Good God is !

200 yearsagoour Mother FoundressSt. ClaudineThevenet took a bold yet challengingdecisionto safeguardthe girl child. Her times are not different from ours. Todaywe look at

protecting everychildandwomenfrom the atrocitiesof societysuchashumantrafficking, femaleinfanticideandchildabuse in all its forms.

St. /ƭŀǳŘƛƴŜΩǎwhole life was focusedon educatinggirls so that they makegood homeswhere the valuesof love, self respectand caringfor one another would be given prime

importance.

Todaytoo, all overthe world the Sistersof JesusandMaryaimto giveservice,with practicalintelligencesoasto focuson the realneedsof society.

Wehaveadvancedfrom the telegramto the digitalworld whereeveryinformation isachievedwith the tap of a finger. Yetcanhumannessandpersonalavailabilitybe achievedthrough

moderntechnology. In her concludingaddressto the Augustgatheringin Lyon,France,our Mother GeneralSr. Monicaspokeabout anotherfigure, ά¢ƘŜGood{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴέ

άThestorybeginswith a question: who is my neighbour? Andit endswith a call: Goanddo the same. But let me draw a further reflectionfrom the figure at the centre to the manwho

was traveling on the road from Jerusalemto Jericho. He had a destination,and a likely estimateof the time needed. He had resourcesfor making the trip. Thenhe saw something,

someone,andall hehadin placebecamesecondaryto what hesaw.

All hisplansweredisrupted. Helet thembedisrupted.

Herein Lyontherewassomeone,Claudine, whorefusedto turn awayfrom callsthat cameto her throughviolenceandpain,but turnedher life into a responseto thosecalls: forgiveness,

healing,Compassion.έ

Canwe beanotherClaudinetoday? Arewe readyto changeour plansfor a better tomorrow?

Inspiteof moderngadgetsand technologythe thirst of the humanneedof love,forgiveness,patienceandpeace isstill waitingto bequenched. Canwe be that someonewho will bring

anabundanceof love to thoselost in society?

Letuspledgeourselvesto work for a world whereour childrenandtheir childrenwill be ableto live with dignity, respectand in peace andpasson the baton to all thosewho comein

contactwith them.

Maythe goodnessof Godcomealivein our hearts,that we cansayat the endof the eachdayάYes,I havemadea differencein the life of someonetoday.έ
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St. Anneõs High School, Pune ééé159 Glorious Yearséééé...

TheCongregationof Jesus& Mary was founded by ClaudineThevenetin Lyons,Francein 1818 with the aimά¢ƻmakeJesus& Mary
knownandƭƻǾŜŘέby meansof Christianeducationin all socialmilieux,alwayssafeguardingthe preferencewhichshehadfor the young
and amongthem for the poor. Her pedagogywas one of love, compassion,goodnessand foresight. Under her care and that of her
companions,the childrenandyoung people developed fully andacquiredthe skillsneededto facelife. In respondingto the callof her
time, Claudineandher Sisters,through their work with youngpeople,contributed to the taskof makingthe world better and therefore
more beautiful. Claudineexperiencedthe Goodnessof God,shetrusted in Him completelyandwith the strengthdrawn from that trust,
undertookanadventurewhichfound its highestexpressionin her dyingwords:έIh²GOODGODL{Ηέ

TheCongregationof Jesus& Mary expandedandthe first country they choseto continuetheir apostolicwork wasIndia. Theycameto
Agraand from Agrasomeof the Sisterswere brought to Bombayby BishopHartmannin 1850. Theirpresenceopenedup the field of
education,to CatholicGirlsandWomen,whichwasalmostnon existentat that point of time.

St. Anne'sHighSchool,Punefoundedby the Sistersof the Congregationof JesusandMary wasestablishedwaybackin the middleof the
nineteenthcenturybut wasknownat that time asthe St. Joseph'sOrphanageand School. Theseedsof this ConventSchoolwere sown
initially in 1852by BishopHartmannwho appealedto the governmentfor the establishmentof a RomanCatholicOrphanagein Pune.

In keepingwith the spirit of the Charismof the Foundressά{ǘ. Claudine¢ƘŜǾŜƴŜǘέwhosemissionit wasto makeGodknownandloved,a
new foundation was made in Puneat the request of M. (Mother) St. (Saint)Paul,Superiorof Mazagaon,Bombay. The price-rise in
Bombaytogether with the greathumidity, madeit difficult to keepthe childrenin goodhealth. Punewascheaperand its climatemore
pleasant,so on 1st January1860 M. St. Gonzagaand M. St. IldephonsusLloyd took the Infant section of the Military Orphanage
Mazagaonand settled in No. 15 Cantonment,Puneand St. Joseph'sOrphanagewasborn. In Novemberof the sameyear the rest of
the Orphanagefollowed.

Therented building was neither large nor well ventilated but it was the only houseavailable. Theorphanageinitially consistedof 66
children most of whom were Europeanand the rest Indian. The children were well looked after. Dr. Costelloe, one of the earliest
physiciansof the Orphanagewould makewell-wishersandfriendsawareof their well beingin the followingwordsά--- Herein this small
bungalowthesechildrenhavetheir elegantlittle chapel,go throughtheir needlework, playandsing,eat andsleepandkeepin excellent
health. Herethey wereduringthe lastmonsoon,all throughthe coldseason,andnow while the heat is raging,yet there is no sicknessso
to speakamongǘƘŜƳέ.
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AsNo. 15 Cantonmentwasgrowingtoo small,a move
was made to Mr. Knot's bungalow in 1861. This
accommodationfor a communityof 100 inmatesalso
provedinadequate-----------but the graverproblemwas
the objection raised by the Military authorities of
housingsuchan institution in private bungalows. It
was then that Fr EsseivaSJ,the Vicar Generaland
Superiorof the JesuitFathersdecidedthat this pieceof
land lying adjacent to St. Xavier's(formerly a gallows
site we are told) could be used for the Conventand
Orphanage. However the plan was still pending as
there were no fundsavailableto build the Convent.

Thefollowing dayhis Excellencythe Governorcamein
person to thank Fr. Hafele. In the course of
conversationFr. Hafele mentioned that the Jesuitsin
Bombayhad appliedin vain for a grant- in- aid to help
them build the projected St. Mary's Institution. The
Governor asked the Jesuits to send in another
application. Bishop Steins meanwhile launched an
appeal via private subscriptions and succeededin
raisinga substantialamountwhichwasmatchedby the
government as previously promised. The Jesuit
Superiorsused, half the money, at their disposalfor
buildingof St. Mary's Institution, Byculla& generously
donated the remaining funds for the construction of
the Conventin Pune.
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In 1862 the Communityconsistedof M. St. Catherine
of Siena(Superior),M. StEdmond,M. St. Winifred (the
first Bombay vocation) M. St. Antonine, M. St.
IldephonsusandSr. St.Angela.

As early as 1872 a large number of pupils became
members of the Holy Childhood Association. Holy
Childhoodhas been a dynamic institution down the
decades, having special appeal for the convent
children,whoselittle heartswere alwaysopen to their
unfortunatepeerseverywhere.

By1867it wasa well knownfact, that M. St. Catherine
had extended the education given by the Sisters,to
everyclassof society. Bynow there were 132 children
in the EuropeanOrphanage,42 children in the Indian
Orphanageand70 childrenin the DaySchool.

A comprehensivereport of the schoolorphanagegiven
in 1867in the presenceof the Commander- in Chiefof
the Army,SirRobertNapier(who invariablytook keen
interest in the school)stated that έƛƴaccordancewith
the second article of their (i.e. TheCongregationof
Jesusand Mary) Constitution,the Sisterswould impart
to the children entrusted to their care an education
suited to the social position of each.έBy 1867 the
numberof studentshadnow reachedup to 244.



St. Anneõs High School Down The Years 1860é..
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